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The western writers of Indian History argued thus-

"According to Darwin and the other scientists of
that period, the world was created at least some 400
million years ago and it must have been some fifty thou-
sand years ago when the human race evolved from the
monkey stage. Such being the- case, the Biblical state-
ment that the world was created six thousand and odd
years ago is utterly false. If this be the fate of the
holiest of religious texts, what can be said about the
reliability of the Vedas which were composed by the
Aryans after they settled in the Punjab-Just changing
over their nomadic mode of life to that of settled agri-
culturists?"

Let us examine this standpoint. It is declared in
the Indian 'Pancanga', the yearly almanac, that upto
the year 1981 A.D. 19, 72, 949, 803 human years have
elapsed since the four-faced Brahma began to create
the creatures. Such counting of years is to be seen
year after year in the Pancangas. The tradition has
continued orally from the very beginning of Brahma's
creation. The progeny of Vaivasvata Manu began 18,
418, 821 years ago. 5081 years have passed after the
commencement of the present Kaliyuga which is the
28th in the series. 1903 years have passed after the

commencement of Salivahana 'Saka^ (era). This refers
to the reign of 'Salivahana5 (Satavahana) who is hon-
oured as Andhra Maha Visnu. It amounts to saying
that his rule began in the year 78 A.D. Caturmukha
Brahma began creating living creatures from his 51st
year. Therefore from the beginning of his birth it is
155521972949801 human years upto 1981 A.D.

When the Vedic system has maintained such pre-
cise counting of time in years, months, days and frac-
tions of days, it is not right to compare the Vedas to
the Bible or any other holy text and to brand it as a
bundle of inconsistencies.